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Practical English for young adults




Course Syllabus

Real English Class
Instructor
Michael S. Smith

Introduction

English is the primary language of several countries including Great Britain, Australia, Canada, and the United States of America.  It is used and studied all over the world and is sometimes described as the first “Global Language.”  It is a commonly used language in world communications, science, business, and diplomacy. 

Course Objectives

This course is designed to help improve English speaking skills and become familiar with common spoken English used in everyday conversations.  Actively participating in class is crucial to success and will ultimately lead to becoming a better English speaker.  

This course will primarily deal with speaking, listening, reading comprehension, and writing.  Our conversations will be based on common, real world situations and recent global news. 

Assignments and Exams

· Book pages

· Writing assignments
· 3 Book Quiz’s
· 1 Final Exam
There will be weekly assignments and homework from the book as well as handouts given in class. 
There will be 1 comprehensive exam at the end of the course consisting of listening and writing. There will also be several short quizzes and oral exams during the course to check on comprehension and the students overall progress.

Materials
· The Real English course book

· News Articles 
· Novel / Book

I highly recommend bringing a small notebook and pen or pencil to class for taking notes or keeping a journal.  It is also highly recommended that you have a dictionary or translator for any English words or phrases that you may find difficult and need clarification on the meaning.
Conclusion
This course is designed to give you more confidence when having a conversation in English.  Communicating does not require that you are perfect or at the same level as a native speaker.  Your success will be measured by your ability to understand and be understood while listening and speaking English.

Never be afraid to make mistakes!
They will happen!
They can not be avoided!
Everyone makes them!
The goal of English conversation is to be understood and be able to exchange ideas.  If the listener understands your meaning, communication will be achieved. Relax, have fun, and enjoy the class. 



Course Schedule
Our schedule is very flexible and is based on the needs of the class and subject to change at anytime. 
	Week 1

	Book: Unit 1 – Going to Extremes
Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing
Writing Assignment 1

	Week 2
	Book: Unit 1 – Going to Extremes

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing
Book Discussion 1 – “A wrinkle in Time”

	Week 3
	Book: Unit 1 – Going to Extremes

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing



	Week 4
	Book: Unit 2 – What’s the Difference

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Writing Assignment 2

	Week 5
	Book: Unit 2 – What’s the Difference

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Book Discussion 1 – “A wrinkle in Time”

	Week 6
	Book: Unit 2 – What’s the Difference

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Book Quiz – “A wrinkle in Time”

	Week 7
	Book: Unit 3 – The cost of Living
Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Writing Assignment 3

	Week 8
	Book: Unit 3 – The cost of Living

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Book Discussion 2 – “The Count of Monte Cristo”

	Week 9
	Book: Unit 3 – The cost of Living

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing



	Week 10
	Book: Unit 4 – Something to Eat

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Writing Assignment 4 

	Week 11
	Book: Unit 4 – Something to Eat

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Book Discussion 2 – “The Count of Monte Cristo”

	Week 12

	Book: Unit 5 – It’s my Life

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Writing Assignment 5

	Week 13


	Book: Unit 5 – It’s my Life

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Book Quiz – “The count of Monte Cristo”

	Week 14


	Book: Unit 6 – So they Say!

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Writing Assignment 6

	Week 15


	Book: Unit 6 – So they Say!

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Book Discussion 3 – “The Three Musketeers”

	Week 16


	Book: Unit 7 – Talking about Trends

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Writing Assignment 7

	Week 17


	Book: Unit 7 – Talking about Trends

Breaking News Article – Listening/ Reading/ Speaking/ Writing

Book Discussion 3 – “The Three Musketeers”

	Week 18


	Book: Unit 8 – Improving your Health

Assign final project – Discuss how to improve life for all
Book Quiz – “The Three Musketeers”

	Week 19


	Book: Unit 8 – Improving your Health

Review for Final Exam



	Week 20


	Final Exam 

Open Door / Student Project





	Suggested Reading
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	Books

· Diary of a Wimpy Kid
· The old man and the sea

· The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

· Treasure Island

· Huckleberry Finn

· The Call of the Wild

· The Time Machine

· A Tale of Two Cities

· The Hobbit

· I, Robot

· Of Mice and Men
· Harry Potter




